[Influence of the number of inoculated parasites on the in vitro infestation of HeLa cells by the coccidia Besnoitia jellisoni Frenkel].
The influence of the number of bradyzoites of the Coccidia Besnoitia inoculated in the culture medium of HeLa cells on their penetration rate was investigated. The intracellular penetration rate increased with the "size of inoculum", then seemed constant when a certain density is reached. Important densities of bradyzoites in the inoculum led to an unequal distribution of intracellular parasites among the cellular sheet. Multiple infective units in a same host cell did not occur randomly. It seems that some cells are more suitable than others to parasite invasion.